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Meet Me in Missouri!

by Mike Lockhart, NFRBMEA secretary

s we finished our conference call board meeting

on Thursday, April 16th, I looked at my list of

things to do before the National Conference.
My list is rather small compared to the lists of the Confer-
ence planners. Organizing the 'Roll Call of States' heads my
list. Each state and province represented at the conference
will be asked to report on their Farm and Ranch Manage-
ment Programs.

We want to keep in touch with what's happening in Farm
and Ranch Management throughout North America. We
ask for reports on the following:

1. Your program's beginning and history to date.
2. Number of instructors in 1997-1998.
3. Number of farm businesses served.

4. Special features unique to your Farm & Ranch
Business Management Program.

I have attempted to reach by letter a contact person in
every state and province. However, sometimes these con-
tact people change or may not be coming to the conference.
If you know that your contact person has changed from
last year or will not be coming to the conference, please
send the new contact person's name and address to me by
e-mail at mlock@tvutel.com .

There may be states and provinces that have never been
represented at a conference before. If anyone knows of
other Farm & Ranch programs that have not given a report
in past years, please contact me and I'll try to find someone
there to report on their program. See you in Missouri!

NFRBMEA conferences are not all work and no play. Things are not
always as they appear, either. Kari the Clown, President Klingbeil,
and Ted Pike take part in the festivities atlast year's conference.
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A Drive With Zip

by Wayne Pike

ou know how important it is

to back up those hard drives.

It is not a question of "if" a
hard drive will fail, but a matter of
"when". If you are working with lots of
farmers or clients, that can be quite a
case full of backup floppies. Even if you
have backed up regularly, you still stand
the chance of being without the backup
disk you want or need at that moment.
Everyone has been on his or her way to a
session with Jack Smith, only to get there
and find that you grabbed John Smith's
floppy disk instead. Imagine the task
ahead of you when the hard drive does
crash. Every disk and every file needs to
be laboriously loaded onto the new hard
drive.

There is a way to get around this harrow-
ing set of circumstances that is neither
difficult nor expensive. Several compa-
nies now market what are known as "zip
drives”. These are portable floppy disk
drives that attach to the printer port of
your computer and operate as an external
floppy drive. The outstanding part of zip
drives is that a single floppy zip disk can
hold around one hundred megabytes of
information.

1 have been using a zip drive since re-
ceiving one from my wife at Christmas
time. As usual, she knew what I needed
before I did. Since a major use of one of
my computers is for farm analysis and
cash flow projections in Finpack, I can
back up all the files for all my students
on one floppy zip disk. This information
takes up about thirty megabytes of space
on the hard drive and therefore about the
same amount of space on the zip floppy.
I don't have to worry about picking cur-
rent file names or any technical stuff like
that. I just use the standard DOS com-
mands I have used for years. If T was
using Windows 95, then I would use
those commands. My computer copies all
of the contents of my Finpack data direc-
tory to the zip drive that is set up as drive
d. I can do this backup on a daily basis,
weekly basis, or whenever 1 start to feel

anxious. To restore the files to a hard
drive, I just do the process the other
way around.

Another use of the zip drive is to han-
dle individual files that are too large to
fit on the standard 1.44 megabyte
floppy. A zip floppy will handle files
almost 100 megabytes in size, so trans-
ferring those big program files from
one computer to another is easy. I
know there is software that allows you
to copy a large file to more than one
floppy disk, but so seldom need to do
this that I forget how to use it.

Zip drives come with their own setup
software. The same zip drive can be
used on a DOS system, Windows 3.X,
and on Windows 95 machines. Even
though the zip drive is the same for
every system, the appropriate software
would have to be installed on each.

Don't worry about using a zip disk in a
standard 3 1/2 floppy drive. It won't fit.
Zip disks are far thicker than a stan-
dard floppy. You must not use a stan-
dard floppy disk in a zip drive or you
will be inviting serious mechanical
trouble.

The cost of a zip drive is about $100.
The manufacturer will get you when it
comes to buying extra zip disks. It
seems that they like to sell everything
in packages of ten for which you will
be asked to pay about $80. That is a
chunk of money, but that is a lot of
storage space and pretty cheap per
megabyte. My zip drive came with one
disk that contained thirty megabytes of
installation programs and seventy
megabytes of free space. I have getting
by with the seventy megabytes of free
space since Christmas. Maybe we'll get
a zip disk for everyone in the family
next Christmas so we can quit clogging
up the hard drive on the family com-
puter. The uses of the zip disk are
many and the cost is not too great for
the convenience and peace of mind.

Success Formula

{from the Alexandria, MN Technical College
newsletter)

arm numbers are few and still

declining. Although decreasing

in number, that makes it all the
more important to share the story of agri-
culture in your community. Be a willing
ambassador for agriculture and take on
the responsibility to educate the public
about this important industry. Here are
ten winning qualities that will help you
spread the good news on agriculture:

1. Have a positive attitude.
2. Show enthusiasm.

3. Be determined.

4. Stay motivated.

5. Develop confidence.

6. Be optimistic.

7. Have dedication.

8. Behappy.

9. Be a good listener.

10 Be patient.

Final Tally

by Wayne Pike, NFRBMEA
membership secretary

e end our membership

year with 205 paid mem-

berships: 34 associate
members, 171 regular members.

You become a member by paying your
conference registration. If you don't come
to the Conference, you can send in your
membership dues on the conference reg-
istration form included with this NuTs &
BOLTS.

Encourage your colleagues to become
members or to renew. More members
mean more contacts, more ideas, and an
even better professional organization.
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National Conference Registration
Chillicothe, Missouri

June 13-18, 1998

PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT

Name Interested in being a nominee for an office? Yes or No

Address City, State, ZIP

Phone E-mall

Spouse Children

Number Amount
Conference Early $195 §
(Includes: dues, breaks, 4 breakfasts, 3 lunches , 2 dinners, tour & proceedings)
After May 29, 1998 postmark Late $245 §
Spouse Registration , o - $ $
(Includes: - Monday tour, Tuesday tour, 4 breakfasts, 1 lunch, & 1 dinner) -
Children’s Registration $20 §

(Includes: Monaday tour, Tuesday tour, 4 breakfasts, 1 lunch & 1 dinner)

I cannot attend the conference, but wish to pay my national dues  $20 $
or associate dues $10
Casino Tour - yes or no

Make checks payable to: NFRBMEA ‘98 Conference Total Enclosed - U.S. Funds  §

No one can be admitted to the conference until all fees are paid. !f your school check has not arrived, you can pay with
a personal check, which will be held for 30 days. Your personal check will be returned to you if your school pays within
the 30 day period. School purchase crder alone does not constitute payment. This policy is the result of NFRBMEA
executive board action,

Mail to: NFRBMEA ‘98 Conference
Brian Thompson, Treasurer
Grand River AVTS
1200 Fair Street
Chillicothe, MO 64601-1200

Motel reservations can be made at:
Grand River Inn, 660-646-6590, Headquarters - rate $46
Super 8 Motel, 660-646-7888 - rate $46
Best Western, 660-646-0572 - rate $46

Transportation available between motels.

Conference Hosts: John Sponaugle, Co-Chairman ~ 660-882-5306  E-mail: Sponaugle @ Bigfoot.com
Jim Grozinger, Co-Chairman 660-646-3414  E-mail: grtech@greenhills.net
Brian Thompson, Treasurer 660-646-3414  E-mail: grtech@greenhills.net
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Executive Committee: Mike Lockhart, Secretary Membership Secretary:
Dr. Larry J. Klingbeil, President Rt. 1, Box 38 Wayne C. Pike
East Texas State University Ulen, MN 56585

Dept. of Ag Sciences
Commerce, TX 75429-3011
(903) 886-5379

LJ_Klingbeil@tamu-commerce.edu

Dennis Jackson, Past President
South Central Technical College
1920 Lee Blvd, P.O. Box 1920
North Mankato, MN 56002-1920
(507) 389-7264
dennyj@tc-mankato.scm.tec.mn.us

John Caster, President Elect
Chemeketa Community College
P.O. Box 14007

Salem. OR 97309-7070

(503) 399-5066

casj@chemek.cc.or.us

(218)596-8500
miock@tvutel.com

Tim Holtquist, Treasurer
Ortonville High School
200 Trojan Drive
Ortonville, MN 56278
(612)839-6181
tholt@tnics.com

Conference Co-chair:
John Sponangle
Boonslick AVTS

1694 West Ashley Road
Boonville, MO 65233
(660)882-5306

john@mail.bavts.boonville.k12.mo.us

Rt 1, Box 217A

LeRoy, MN 55951-9763
(507) 324-5263
wepike@smig.net or
landmark@smig.net
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