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THE FBM

INFORMATION
SUPER HIGHWAY

We hear more each day about
the electronic information
superhighway. The folks in Canada
have taken the initiative and have
applied this technology to farm
business management.

Wilson Loree, head of the Alberta
Economic Services Division, Farm
Management branch, was at the
NFRBMEA conference in
Lethbridge to tell our members
what Canada has accomplished in
terms of establishing a nationwide
agricultural information bulletin
board system.

The program has been developed
and funded by the Canadian Farm
Business Management Council. The
FBMInet, as they refer to the
system, is a mnetwork of ten
computer bulletin board systems
linked together from coast to coast
in Canada. Farmers, FBM
instructors, extension personnel
and researchers can all use the
system free of cost to share
information about current events
in ag and to share files.

In less than two years the FBMInet
is logging thousands of calls per
month and hundreds of new users.
Investment in both equipment and
personnel has been relatively small,
both for the government and the
users. What a great idea!

NFRBMEA

Creek,

wind farm Pincher

members

tour an
Alberta. The
the fellow with his cap pulled down to his ears.

experimental energy near

weather was perfect for wind-produced energy. Note

This idea is being shared right here in rural LeRoy, MN. Our local sysop
(system operator) runs the "MIDDLE OF NOWHERE" BBS here. He has
been in contact with the Canadian BBS. Although international cooperation
seems a way off at this point, the idea is a good one.

The BBS message system needs some help in remote areas. If you’d like to
try us here in LeRoy, our Fidonet address is 1:292/75 @fidonet, or try either
of our Internet

addresses, wayne.pike@f75.n1292.z1.fidonet.org or

pikex003 @gold.tc.vmn.edu. Once in a while something gets through to us.

NFRBMEA MISSION
The delegates at our annual conference in Lethbridge worked on and
approved the following mission statement: "The mission ofthe NFRBME A
is to increase the effectiveness of its members by promoting educational,

economic, and practical information and procedures."

NFRBMEA
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Dreams, Not Data

(EDITOR’S NOTE: John Hest,
retired FBM inst. Hawley, MN
wrote this article describing his

students.
first

retationship with his

John reminds us of our

responsibility.)

I attended a funeral today for my

friend and former student,
Norman. I had known Norman for
over thirty-six years. He was one of
the first enrollees in my farm
business management program and
he stayed with the program until we

retired together.

During the service, I thought of the
dozens of times over the years we
kitchen table and
discussed many topics, not all

sat at his

related to farm management.
Norman was very well read and
mostly self-educated. He knew lots
of things about lots of subjects,
but he trusted me to tell him what
he needed to know about his farm
business. And, as I sat there at his
funeral, I remembered that he had
trusted me with a whole lot more
than that.

I remembered in particular
delivering an annual farm analysis
report to Norman and his wife. It

was at the end of one of those dry

A special thanks to
everyone who contrib-
uted to this issue or sent
in articles. Please keep
them coming in,
especially those states
outside Minnesota. We
want to hear from you,

too. ——1JP

seasons following a bin buster year.
There were thousands of bushels of
last year’s grain to sell and small
sales from the drought year crop.
Even though the inventory was
down considerably, Norman, like
many farmers, thought it had been
a good year because he had paid
more than an average amount of
income tax. I could tell when I
walked in the door that Norman
was confident that he was going to
get good news about a terrific year.
This should have been a clue as to
what was going to happen next.

We opened up his report and

reviewed his cash income and
expense report which looked pretty
good. Next, we discussed the huge
drop in grain inventory and then it
dawned on him that this would
have a negative effect on his net
profit for the year. He was not at
all prepared for the drop in the
family net worth. In fact, his face
turned white. He excused himself
and headed for the living room
sofa. I asked his wife, Marion, who
had been: sharing the report with
us, if Norman had a history of
heart problems. Marion assured
me that he had no heart trouble,
but he always reacted this way to

bad news.

After a time Norman returned to
the table, but T could tell that he
still hadn’t
shock. I was so embarrassed that I

recovered from the

hardly knew what to say, and I
can’t remember what I did.

However, I can say that I did learn

from that incident. I learned that

by John Hest

it is a farm management instructor’s
job to do

numbers to farm families.

more than deliver
Farm
families trust their instructors to
deliver the truth about their farm
business, but even more, they trust
have the
judgement to deliver the truth in a
thoughtful  and

People’s

the instructor to

compassionate
manner. feelings are a
whole lot more important than bare

numbers.

I learned that when I closed out a
family’s farm records for the year I
should be able to foresee the end
result and lay some ground work for
the possible net profit and net
worth loss disasters. 1 never again
wanted to see the look on a farmer’s
face as I saw on Norman’s face that
day. I learned to never again take

my position of trust with my

students for granted.

"We remember dreams, not
data, at the wild end."
-- Vizenour
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Farm and Ranch Review

A Quick Look at a Potential Resource

by Wayne Pike

PC Computing Magazine

Here is a magazine that is worth the subscription price
simply in terms of tonnage of paper, if for no other
reason. A likely first impression is, "I’ll never have time
to read 350 pages of computer magazine every month".
Unless you live in a different time continuum than
most of us, that first impression will be correct.

Let’s take alook at the September issue that just
came. There were 113 full ..

~

SPECIAL ISSUE: Complote Gulde to the I-Way

PCGomputing |

pages of advertising in the
first 174 pages of the
magazine. Does that make
it a bad magazine? No, but Doing Business on the
it makes PC Computing a

cheap magazine. A 12-issue

(one year) subscription
costs only $16.94.
(Somewhat more in

Canada). The
themselves are some of the

pitches

brightest and cleverest you
Hint:
Those of you with teen boys
in the house may wish to tear out the x-rated CD ROM
ads in the back of the magazine before the kids beat

will see anywhere.

you to them.

The ads are a good tool for learning computer
terminology and the getting a glimpse of the latest
technology which we may not have in our offices for
several years. The back of the magazine has many mail
order vendors hawking their soft-and-hardwares and
they even publish their prices. This is a great way to
comparison shop even if you decide to buy locally.

New readers and computer users may find it hard to tell

where the ads leave off and where the "meat" begins.

nternet

The table of contents helps a lot to tell what is article
and what is hype. The September issue contains a large
feature on using the Internet, and two smaller features;
one on a type of new computer and the other about
those who write computer viruses and how you can
avoid viruses.

There are regular features which, in

September, included reviews of
twenty-one new hardware and
There
section devoted to
with  their

equipment and

software products.
is a
helping users
existing
program problems. The editors
letters,

use their space for

editorials, and short articles from
many different writers. Some of the

articles get quite technical, but there are
many which are ground level and written

with a lighter tone.

You might think that PC Computing is not for
beginners, but then again you probably aren’t looking
for a magazine called "PC Ignorant". It may seem like a
technical manual at times, but it is a magazine that,
given a chance, a beginner can grow into.

PC Computing is published by the Ziff-Davis
Publishing Company which also just began publishing a
magazine called Family PC. This one is aimed at
families with kids, but it is full of lots of basic, yet

interesting, information. I read the premier issue from

" cover to cover and recommend it, particularly at the

charter price of $9.95 for a six-issue subscription. ($10
more in Canada)
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FARM MANAGEMENT IMPROVEMENT PLAN

Lance Brower, FBM instructor, Fergus Falls, MN, sent 2. Bundle up your instructor and send him/her to the
out this notice to his students. I think you will name at the top of the list.

appreciate it, too. 3. Add your name to the bottom of the list.

To: FBM Students 4. In one week you should receive 16,436 instructors.
Re: Farm Management Improvement Plan Select the one you find tolerable.

1. Send a copy of this letter to six other farm DO NOT IGNORE THIS LETTER! One student
management students who are tired of their instructor. broke the chain and got his own instructor back along
with the rejects from three other areas.

.
INTRODUCING OUR 1994-95 OFFICERS...

Left to Right: Tom Risdal, past president; Dennis Jackson, secretary; John
Whitehead, treasurer; Laurie Morris, president elect; Oliver Kienholz;
president. This team will lead our membership, which currently stands at
210.

Here’s my check to NFRBMEA for:
_______ $10.00- ACTIVE _______ $5.00-ASSOCIATE

Membership in National Farm and Ranch Business
Management Education Association for 1994- 95

TO: Wayne Pike
Editor, NUTS & BOLTS
Rt. 1, Box 217A
LeRoy, MN 55951-9801

NAME

ADDRESS

CiTYy STATE ZIP

PHONE NUMBER ( ) - -




ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

3$9999985666886% 1994-95 OFFICER DIRECTORY 366665838886666%

Executive Committee:
Qliver Kienholz, President
Skagit Valley College
2405 College Way

Mt. Vernon, WA 98273
(206) 422 - 5413

Tom Risdal, Past President
Northwest TC

1301 Hwy. 1 East

Thief River Falls, MN 56701
(218) 681 - 1483

Laurie Morris, President- Elect
14001 Winview Mile Road
Deer Trail, CO 80105

(3083) 867 - 3081

Dennis Jackson, Secretary
South Central TC '
1920 Lee Blvd

P.0. Box 1920

N. Mankato, MN 56002-1920
(507) 625 - 3441

John Whitehead, Treasurer
Lethbridge Community College
3000 College Dr. South
Lethbridge, AB T1K1L8

(403) 320 - 3200

James Kelm, Representative
National Council for Ag Education
5354 Moundsview Dr.

Red Wing, Mn 55066

(612) 388 - 3594

Alan Graner, Conf. Co-Chair
1123 South Main St.

Rugby, ND 58368

(701) 776 - 5065

Keith Torgerson, Conf. Co-Chair
800 6th St. North

Wahpeton, ND 58076-0001
(701) 776 - 5065

Membership Secretary:
Wayne Pike

Rt. 1, Box 217A

LeRoy, MN 55951-9801
(507) 324 - 5263
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