Using Graphs to Illustrate Farm Financial Trends

Overview:

This Excel spreadsheet was put together to graph the results of data from the historical database in Finpack.  It was put together with Excel in Office 97 and should work equally well with newer versions of Excel. I have not tested the spreadsheet with earlier versions of Excel

A historical database report was created in Finpack 8.0 to print out historical trend numbers for each farm for each year that a Finan was completed.  Having at least three years of Finan data makes the graphical illustrations more meaningful.

I have used a Deskjet 890C color printer to print the graphs and found it does a very high quality job for me.  

The Diskette

I have included the Finpack file used to create the historical report and data to be keyed into the spreadsheet.  If you wish to load this report on your copy of Finpack, copy the file "Trengraph.fpr" from the diskette to your Finpack directory (either FP80 or FP99 if you are using the new version).

The diskette also contains 2 Exel files; a master blank (trendgraphsblank.xls) and a file with sample data (sampletrendgraph.xls).  You may copy these to a working directory on your hard disk and save the diskette in the event you overwrite the original blank and want to start over.                   

Also on this disk is a copy of this document in Word format (graphoverview).

As a teaching tool:

I have found the use of trend information very helpful when explaining the importance of financial ratios to my farm management students.  Looking at three or more years rather than just a single year seems to lead to a willingness to set goals and monitor progress more closely.  I save the file each year and the next year when the analysis has been completed, I just plug in the new year's numbers and reprint the graphs.
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