
  

OpenOffice is an effort in the computer and software industry to write quality software
that is “open-source,” that is, the “code” for the software is published for others to read,
tinker with, and take further.  Sun Microsystems, a major supplier of Web hardware is the
lead company in this effort.  

OpenOffice 1.0 is a completely free product that competes well against such “Suite”
programs as Microsoft Office, Corel WordPerfect Suite, Lotus Suite, and Microsoft
Works, and runs from a variety of operating system platforms including various versions
of Windows, Unix, and Linux.    OpenOffice has word processor, spreadsheet,
presentation graphics, drawing, and web publishing components that compare well to the
industry leading products.  

  

For more information see http://www.openoffice.org

Sun Microsystems also has a low-cost product with technical support called StarOffice
that is quite similar to OpenOffice.

For more information about the Sun Microsystems version of  OpenOffice, see

http://www.sun.com. I am also including an article from www.infoworld.com on November 14, 2002  

Charles Duell
Mailto:Charles.Duell@morgancc.edu

PO Box 14
Flagler CO 80815
 
970-542-3260

Deb
Information About OpenOffice 1.0 Suite Freeware

Deb
about OpenOffice.org.
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The Open Source
Russell Pavlicek

Sw itching Offices

I F YOUR ORGANI ZATI ON has a num ber of older PCs running Microsoft  Office,
there are now several good reasons to ser iously consider switching to the
OpenOffice.org office suite. Most  of these reasons have been supplied by none
other than Microsoft  it self.

According to published reports, Office 11 (due next  year)  won’t  support
Windows 95, 98, or ME. The ear liest  supported version, per the reports, will be 
Windows 2000. This m eans that  a substant ial num ber of organizat ions with pre-
W2K system s will have to undergo a ser ious upgrade path or r isk becom ing
incom pat ible with new versions of Office.

Com pare this with OpenOffice.org, which runs not  only on Windows 95 and
later, but  on Linux, Solar is, and now Mac OS X as well. This gives you
com pat ibilit y now and opt ions in the future if m igrat ion to another OS supports
your business needs. OpenOffice.org is cont inually working to m aintain support
for new Office file types.

PCs running older OSes m ay need upgrades or com plete replacem ent  to survive
the t ransit ion to Windows 2000 or XP. More m em ory and faster processors m ay
be needed to use the newer OS. This would incur a substant ial cost .

Many organizat ions using older versions of Windows are ill-equipped to spend a
m assive am ount  of m oney on new OS and applicat ion licenses, and hardware
upgrades. This is far different  from  OpenOffice.org, which dem ands no licensing
fees and allows you to upgrade when your business - -  not  your software vendor
- -  dem ands it .

This announcem ent  m akes it  clear that  Microsoft  sees Windows 9x as a t rue
legacy environm ent . I t ’s not  just  an old environm ent  that  m ight  need
upgrading, but  an incom pat ible com put ing plat form  no longer suited for office
funct ions. As such, you need to either divorce your organizat ion from  just  about
any use of Windows 9x/ ME - -  a m ajor concern for som e organizat ions using
older custom  solut ions - -  or seek out  a solut ion provider that  intends to
cont inue support ing the plat form . OpenOffice.org has no plan to abandon the
Windows 9x OSes, which gives you a new scenario to evaluate.

During pr ior upgrades of Office, you ran the r isk of being left  behind if you
didn’t  upgrade prom pt ly with the rest  of the I T world. This t im e around, you
won’t  be alone if you don’t  upgrade. Lots of organizat ions are looking to
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Web-based t raining
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PAPERS standardize on som ething other than the latest  version of Redm ond software.

By switching to OpenOffice.org, you regain cont rol over your hardware and
software upgrade cycle. You also regain cont rol over your I T budget . I f you
want  corporate support , check out  OpenOffice.org’s elder brother, Sun’s
StarOffice.

I f you have older system s in your organizat ion, now is the t im e to do som e
hom ework. I t  could yield big returns in the long run.

Russell Pavlicek is a cont r ibut ing editor at  I nfoWorld. Contact  him  at
pavlicek@linuxprofessionalsolut ions.com . Log on to his forum  at  www.infoworld.com / os.

RELATED ARTI CLES
Microsoft  unleashes Office 11 on beta testers

RELATED SUBJECTS
Enterprise Applicat ions

Discuss this art icle in our online forum s

Click here for all of Russell Pavlicek’s past  colum ns.

SUBSCRI BE TO:    E-m ail Newslet ters   I nfoWorld

Mobile  I nfoWorld Magazine

Hom e  / /   Com m unity  / /   Opinions / /   Art icle
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WHI TE PAPERS:

•  EMC Autom ated Netw orked Storage
  Read the analyst  white papers on benefits of autom ated networked storage.  

•  Proact iveNet
  FREE eBay ROI  Study:  Online Perform ance Managem ent  Tips from  the Experts 

•  Microsoft  Business Solut ions
  Make profitable CRM a reality with this FREE GUI DE. 

•  NEC Solut ions Am erica
  Get  NEC’s white paper "Real I ssues in Mobile Deploym ent" 

•  ForeScout
  Ditch DETECTI ON, THI NK prevent ion. Thwart  unknown at tacks. 

•  AVAYA:
  Avaya Enterprise Security Pract ice 
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•  Xythos: FREE I DC W HI TE PAPER:
  Em erging Technology for I ntelligent  Dist r ibuted I nform at ion Access 

SPONSORED LI NKS:

•  BMC Softw are:  BMC Software’s sliding scale of I T m anagem ent ... learn m ore!

•  APC: Avoiding Costs From  Oversizing Datacenter I nfrast ructure

•  Forescout: "Beyond Detect ion"  WP. THI NK prevent ion. St r ike at tackers first !

•  Gatew ay: Gateway Server Guarantee:  100%  Sat isfact ion or your m oney back after 90
days!

•  NEC Solut ions Am erica: Get  NEC’s white paper "Real I ssues in Mobile Deploym ent"
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